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Third Party Event Ideas

A-thons: Almost any activity can be made into an “A-Thon”. Get participants to raise pledges  

and sign up for any number of a-thon appropriate activities. i.e. walk, skip, read, bike, dance, knit, 

swim, bowl, skate, aerobics.

Host a silent or live auction at your next event, meeting or in your office or home  

and have people bid on items in support of AbilityFirst. e.g. donated goods, vacations, art,

furniture, handmade goods, quilts, services, catered meals. 

Auctions:

Partner with a local bar or restaurant for a dinner or game

night. A percentage of proceeds will be donated to AbilityFirst. Working with an establishment 

with a pre-established trivia, bingo or board game night is great for having an existing attendee 

base!

Local Restaurants/Game Night:



A ticketed event where proceeds are directed to AbilityFirst. e.g. black-

tie dinner, concert, garden tour, art show, performance of a play, BBQ beach party, boat cruise,

theme party, dress rehearsal performance, food fair, gala premiere, dance, celebrity luncheon.

Other Galas/Parties:

Host a sports game or tournament with an entrance fee,

or have participants raise money to participate. Split the pot or donate it all to AbilityFirst!  

e.g. baseball game, football game, golf tournament, tennis tournament, fishing derby, poker

tournament, ping pong/pool/billiards/darts tournament, soccer tournament. 

Sporting Events and Tournaments:

All the above ideas can be scaled up or down to fit a venue, an office or your home. Please 

contact our events team with any questions! 

Share your passion! Many people have a connection to someone with a developmental 

disability, such as autism, cerebral palsy, and Down syndrome. When you are promoting your 

event be sure to tell people why you are raising money for AbilityFirst. 

Matching Gift: Before you organize any event approach your employer to see if they have a 

matching gift program. A matching gift, is a charitable gift made toward a non-profit organization

by a matching donor (e.g., an employer) under the provision that an original donor (e.g., an

employee) first makes a gift toward that organization. Many employers sponsor matching gift

programs and will match any charitable contributions made by their employees. This is a great

way to double your fundraising efforts!



Other Third Party Event Ideas

Bake sale 

Benefit BBQ 

Benefit concert 

Car wash 

Can/bottle drive 

Cook off 

Games tournament 

Garage sale 

Host a used book, CD, or DVD sale 

Lemonade stand 

Movie night 

School dance 

Sell homemade items like quilts, jams, etc.  

Sell seeds or seedlings from your garden 

Speaker series 

Trivia/bingo/board game night 

There are limitless amounts of ideas!

If you need assistance or have a great idea of your own, please contact 

Mayra Alcala, Special Events Manager at 626.243.4851 or malcala@abilityfirst.org

Instead of asking for birthday/anniversary presents ask friends/family to donate to 

the AbilityFirst Stroll & Roll on your behalf. All donations made in your honor 

will show up on your fundraising page. 

Dinner party where everyone makes a donation to attend - have food, drinks, 

and fun games to make it worth the donation! 


